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B OUR OLD IOWA HOME.

Some Things we Saw, and Many0Things

We Learned on a Two Weeks' Visit.

H E fish wngn we

caught in our beard-

less youth are larger
than those wecatch
today; the brooks

and the 'streams,6MEclear as living truth,
are broader, deeper,
ind farther away.

LSThe hills we then
climbed have collapsed, forsooth, and

are now but slight knolls to the view;

the valleys are narrower, shorter than
then 'though the grass is as green, it
is true. The flowers we gathered on
hill and in vale -- the berries which

"sparkled with dew the old hick'rg tree
which breasted the gale the swim-

ming holes we so well knew all have
g?ne with our youth, all have changed

jvith the years, and in memory only are
known; but no joys and no sorrows,
no smiles and no tears, can efface

them bm memory's stone.

Truly early environment has much

to do with the formation of character.
The scenes and experiences of our early
youth engrave themselves upon the
tablets of our memories so .deep and

clear that all the ups and downs of a
struggle with the world, all the vicissi-

tudes of later years will not wear them
away, and we havev only to brush
aside the covering of accumulated ex-

periences to again bring out clear and

distinct the .records engraved by the
o seemingly unimportant circumstances

o ;

of our youth.
Recently it was our pleasure to vjsit

the place where our childhood days
were spent, and a priceless pleasure it
was inrtefid. one that no man or woman

should neglect to avail themselves of

at the earliest opportunity, for it
hrnadens the mind, lightens the heart?
enlarges the bump of human kindness
and gives one a clearer conception of

animate man and the grandeur of
'3 ., . n

u - a
On Monday afternoon we landed in

the little country hamlet of Lancaster,
Keokuk county, Iowa; fiye miles from
a railroad station, and, for one solid

"week at least, a thousand miles from
the monotonous grind of a country
editor's life and the routine work that

o
- falls to the lot ofUncle Sam's tempo-

rary servants.
Picture in your minds eye a quiet

lttflo uillacrf rnmnnsfid of a dozen or
more ancient cottages with here and
there ajpodern addition; situated upon
a prominent rise that stretches along

between to rivers" the north aud
south branches of the Skunk, a river
which traverses some of the most
magnificent farmin country on earth
surrounded by prosperuus and valuable
farms whose broad acres have been
cleared of statefy trees and dense un-

der brush by the indomitable energy of
the sturdy' manhood that makes up the
personel of the early pioneer; a sleepy
country hamlet whose citizens have
never been awakened by the f shrill
scream of a passenger engine or the
rumoie 01 a neavy ireigm train, wnere
no dreams of coming greatness throngh
possible real estate be?oms disturb
their slumbers or awaken ambition,
and you have old Lancaster, the
nlace where tne hrst dozen or more
years of our recollection were spent;
where we droned over the Ion? words
in the old blue-backe- d speller and
learned to diagram sentences with
sausage links, sing ''the State of

Maine, Augusta is on the" Kennebec
riv-e-- r" and all the rest of the states
and capitols to the same monotonous
. i i - i-- i njtune; wnere qui duyisu uea.ii swcucu
with patriotic fervor as we recited
'Lorenzo's address to the Romans"

or was filled with gloom as we waded
laboriously through the melancholly
cadences of "Poe's Raven." ,

The little old school bouse, of our
childhood, about 20x30, with its straight
hard wood desks and backless recita
tion seats, has been moved away and
the play ground is . acornfield, while
the building itself now forms a part of
farmer Charlie Johnson's (Charlie 'used
to. and still ' does, pronounce it
"Yonson") commodious barn. -

- A handsome two story frame school
house, with all modern' accommoda
tions now adorns what was once the
public square,' and the children of the
neighboring farmers : are studying the
same rudiments of knowledge it once
6eerne4 so hard for us to master

Doubtless the boys and girls of t&

are often filled with the same . loa$i
desires to steal away from Qer&i&jly
irksome studio and, go blackberffiag
in the wooded dells, or fishing
swimming in the nearby etreama tH
ofice were the most enticing beau-
tiful spots on eart& to tis&
picturesque and allurig.

Although it ias E3ge?yars flgStt
we left the old hoE&e, tere 6&d

kthrough all those year Deeg a fia
longing in our tJeart ts tfleef8 r visit
it. We longed to Bant tfet cKJ

friends, the old piece? s& S6nto child-

hood; to seek out the ofij bypaths e&d

again ,git upon the banks of thm Strc&tvt
where so majpy happy hfuft w$fj,
spent, to wandes ovar the bjli?
through the shaded valley,
again upon the spots e then theug&t
most interesting. The pleasure cf
anticipation was great: the re&lijatioja
was well worth the hundreds of rftifcjjl
of tiresome travel to experience. We
did not expect to find things as' w left
them over a quarter of a century &o;
we expected changes afid anticipated
some disappointments.

But the changes were mostly in in
animate, nature. Many of the old
houses were gone; thehills had appar
ently shrunken; the miles were sh$ter;
creeks and flowing springs had disap
peared; only a few gigantic timbers rot
ting in the sand and a pile of rock and
drift-woo- d ma:ked the site of the old
matermill and dam; neighboring or--
hards which we haunted on summer

nights had entirely disappeared. On
our father'sold place the only thing
which remained of what we left there
was an old apple. tree, riven by storms
and bowed down with the weight of
years ot useiuiness. ah otner trees
and buildings the gigantic elms where
we had our swing, the spring house and
the grape arbor, the rows of red cur-- '
rants - and the walks bordered with
flowers all were gone and the whole
place so changed thatv it might have
been in another world for all resemblan
ces it had to its appearance of former
years." But the neighbor's old well,
where we laboriously wound up many
and many a bucket of pure, ice-col- d

water, with a wooden windlass, still
remains to quench the thirst of all.
Dug some sixty feet into the ground
and walled with stone, the well itself
looks the same, although the old
wooden curb and windlass uave long
ago given way to the iron 'pulley' and
two bucket method!

The people we found less changed
than the topasraphyof the country.
Many of the old residents of the neigh-

borhood are still there; but alas, many
are gone to join

"The innumerable caravan
Which moves to that mysterious realm
Where each takes up his chamber
la the silent halls of death."
They are a hospitable people; large

hearted, warm in friendship and rich
in those attributes which, go to sweeten
life. Those who were of middle age
when we left the place we found but
little changed, the hair wa's whiter, the
eyes 0metimes not so clear or' the
hands so steady but the hearts seemed
as warm and the memories strong.
The withering blast that often results
from struggles with the outside world
had never touched many of' the old
residents, and they are infinitely hap
pier that such has been their lot.

The young folks boys and girls
with whom we went to school were
changed, of "course. Many of their
faces still retained the characteristics
of feature we remembered of their
youth. Many were gone scattered to
the four corners of the earth, building
them homes Jin other states; some of
them many of them we are proud to
say gaining fame and fortune in the
professions and financial world. Of
those who remain, most have acquired
valuable farms or are engaged in earn
ing an honest "livelihood in the trades
and professions. All are hospitable,
wholesouled and generally religeous

We could have spent a month visiting
the old friends and neighbors, and still
had urgent invitations to other places.
A wesk was far too short. Many a day
was lengthened to the midnight hour
as we sat in the comfortable homes
and talked of the early days; recalled
the escapades of youth and told again
the stories which our fathers told - of
pioneer experiences, indeed it was
"good- - to" be there;'. and the; hope that
the good we received through tb visit
to our old home, the enlargement of
ideas, the sweeping away of the cob

gather in the brain, may
9$U9 a&$ae of our readers to indulge

t&jjaw&Iet io a like visit to their child-heed- s

tomes, is our excv&a tor writing
t&i tt leg to oncerning matters which
t?U3 ttean but personel.

A feocotif oJ harvest will place in the
hfs ef ffiaOy f you the mns to
ma&e aock a visit. Make it,' and yon
v2 etr regret

'
it.

'

.,-- -

0o6btles mafcy of our readers were
f&rta&fW from Ietfa, or have relatives
t&ere, 4sd veirid b interested Tn hear-1- 8

frn tbe tate in general.. We
igeut half a day in Fort Madison, a
day ad nigbl in Washington, half a
day ift Ottumwa, a day and a night in
Ftif field, and part of a day and a night
i& SigouroGy. Everywhere ve found
ttm leva hotpitaiity-th- at genial, open
ffte43&ip so common among western
feogle, whether relatives, friends or

strae3f.
Tfetfte citie mentioned all. bave a

ti4?, prosperous appearance consider- -

i& the depressed times, and the people
trith whom we talked all expressed
tRsl2cife hopeful of the promised
abrdaakjcrpia brfnging renewed busi-ne- 3.

Ioa is e state of wonderful re- -

Turc&3. Corn is their staple of agri
culture, and Stocb raising is general.
Cldver and blue-gras- s abound; coal and
wood are plentiful; the state has few
Scrtes but what are productive. Yet
the state is deeply in debt, caused, we
are told, by long years of such corrupt
political rule as Kansas was once
cujeed with. But Iowa will be re- -

dmed; she is now preparing to throw
off t&e political yoke that has so long
galled her, and her common people
the farmers and laborers who make up
her best and most valuable citizenship
are uniting in the state election this

fall under the common and most popu- - j

lar banner of "Free Coinage of Silver
and Industrial Emancipation," with
that noble, trustworthy, unflinching
statesman and farmer, the Hon. Fred
White, of Keokuk county, as their
candidate or governor.

Crops in Iowa are backward; corn,
we told, was a month behind
what it ought to be, owing to a cold and
wet spring. Much of the corn had to
be some of it the third time.
Oats "was not a big crop, but the
tame hay crop was immense. Prices
for all farm'products were a little bet-
ter than in Kansas, because they are
a little nearer the Chicago market than
are Barton County farmers. We are
proud of Iowa, our native state, and
hope to see more of her irl future years.

. Is Ha Pick-Pocke- t?

Sunday afternoon one, Tom Guthrie
who has been in the county but achort
time.but who was here with a threhing
outfit last, yeai', was arrested charged
teith picking; the pocket of Burgess
Wall, who says his home i3 in Okla-
homa, an who has been working
through harvest for Oscar Sith of
the south side. Guthrie was tried be-

fore J ustice O3ta ilonday, and oh the
evidence brought St Was boti&d over
to the district couit under 300 bonds- -

Wall says, and (he tiieevidence strong
ly hoWa out the assertion, that while
sleeping off'the eflecfe of a Saturday
night arid Sunday merning spree at
the Hotel Green, Guthria entered-hi- s
room and picked his pockets for. some
thing over 315.00. The evidence
showed that Guthrie was practic
ally "broke" on Saturday night and
Sunday morning but had something
over $10 Sunday afternopn. One wit
ness swore that Guthrie told him be
had "touched'' the old man, (Wall) for
the money.1 Guthrie says he will have
friends here to go his bail. 0

, Will Suffer ITo More.
On Thursday, July 8, 1897, Mrs.

Elizabeth E. Gillis, wife of . C. B
Gillis, passed from earthly suffering,
after long, years ot illness, ageJ 49
years, 9 months and.twenty-fo- ur days.

Deceased was born in Hillsdale
county, Michigan, and was married
October' 19, 1869, and came to Great
Bend in 1877 with her husband, making
this her home since then. ' Her mother
and her sister. Mrs. Miles Babb, are
both buried at this place, and she
leaves no other known relatives. She
was a member of the M. E. church.
Funeral services were held from the
family residence at 3 p. m. Jnly 9th,
the exercises beipg conducted b Jiev
J. A. Bixler of tha i Ml E. church. A
large circle of friends. and acquaint
.ances extend to the bereaved hus-
band their .deepest sympathy.

Yon can pretty near tell wjiat farm-
ers have their grain in the stack, from
the satisfied smile oa their faces.

t Historical Soviet-- -

LOCAL HAPPENINGS.
" The heated spell was broken Friday
night by a most welcome rain.

Jake Baker, at Pawnee Bock, com.
menced threshing Wednesday.

A

The cemmissioners proceedings in
full in this issue of the Democrat.

The long dry spell has cut off the
hay supply to a considerable extent.

It is reported that Frank Wilson got
his face cut chewing Battle Ax tobac
co see?

H. C. Welsh, father of W. B.,
arrived from the east Monday for a
short visit vitl his so&r

Frank Redfield and Dan Willm, of
Ellin wood, were up to Masonic lad;a
Friday evening.

S. A. Young is home from hia posi-

tion as station agent at Timilin, oa the
Great Betid branch.

Deputy Postmaster J . W. A. Cooka,
of Ellinwood, ys in doing bftsiseSs i&

Great Bend Saturdaj.

H. A. Chenay returned Monday
from an extended business trig in
Colorado and Ne

Several threshing machines eommen 1

ced work last Thursday, in the west"
and north part of the county.

John Bament, of west Clarenca wa3
in town Thursday. He said there was
still lots of trheat to be cut in that
locality. .

IVhen you market your wheat don't
forget the printer. We ha.ve been
"waiting until after hartest" for seve-

ral years.

Thornton Langford says he belisvea
he can stand ona knoll an his f&r&a ih
Eureka township and count 1.00Q
wheat stacks in sighfc.

"The towQ ws full of harvesters
Saturday afternoon and evening, and
some of them were full of beer too
fulf for their own'good.

Jimmie Ilayse came out from the
eastern part of the state last Saturday,
fo visit friends here. Jim has been
Dodging about considerably since fee
le'A here sometuonths ago.

Representative Isom Wright is till
laid up with what appears to ba sciatic
rheumatism. While he is able to cet
around a little, be is not in condition
to do a bit of work.

Mr3. Emma Welch and children, of
Independence, Missouri, and Mrs.
Harry Morgan and children, of Kansas
City, came out the first of tee week to
visit with relatives here for a month.

Col. Tom L. Powers, formerly a
newspaper man of Ellinwood, but of
late years a resident of Sterling, has
removed to Lexington, Missouri, where
he 4s said 10 have fallen heir to .large
property interests.

W. H. Varah sas down from Mil.
lard Thursday venig. ' He finished
cutting wheat t&at mofninj, nd
thinks he will have upwards of 3.000
bushels. Says ther was much wheat
up that way yet to cut; grasshoppers
and chinch bus bsd in the com, asd
dry, hot days mighty baxd on the con
stitution.

Sterling might ba called the Ellin
wood of Rice county, but our Barton
neighbor may object to'our trying to
outdo her in the matter of "treating"
our visitors well when they come to see
us. Sterling Democrat. .

No objection at all, neighbor. You
could not do it no matter how hard
you may try, so long as Bro. Junkin
remains in your town to protest
against "treating" visitors right.

A harvester came into the postoffice
the other day and asked for his mail,
saying he "had ordered it forwarded to
Lamed.'' FVhen Zute told him this
was not Lamed, out Great .Bend, he
seemed puzzled; said he left Kinsley
the day before, and,was told that if he
followed the Santa Fe railroad coming
east the first town be saw along the
line would be Lamed He followed
the directions, and as this was the
first town he struck it must be Lamed

Elrick Cole tell3 a story on Louis
Zimmeht which aptly illustrates the
kind of weather dished up to us 'the
past few weeks. Xouis is the sexton
at the Great Bend cemetery, and was
digging a grave the other day, about
the time Ola Sol was straight over
head. Louis dug a bit and stopped to
swab his reeking face a bit, then dug
some more, finally as he grew hotter
and hotter as he got into mother
earth, he, stopped, and as he mopped
the Streaming sweat from 'his broad
countenance, remarked:"Vel, tammit
I pelief I have dig de wrong va; I bet
ter dig cop a wile."

Try the Democrat 6 months 50 ct3
A lodge . which has a quorum these

days is a good one.
O. K. Kackley is - now. located at

Kansas City, Kansas.
Fred Zutavern was able to be out

riding the first qt the week.

Joe Ewalt has opened a restaurant at
Hoisington in the. McMahon building.

a
521s Nellie Jones cams home Mon

de. from weeks visit in Ellinwood.
Sgd-Bi- plums are becoming quite

plegtjfsl 9' ihe market, at 50 cents
a fetifehel. 8

Ejrt KfS&il, tt4 Ohnitz oilier and
mtresTiit, w$s slfcisg business in town

S113 SJ. Donley nd daughter
Mr BiagehSt Bolinger, are visiting
relative i fc,j?vsil Ioa.

T8gk4 wfc? op from Ellin
woo 3 Tuesday, mirki tiog his cherries
of fcrhieii Las gooif stpply.

ElsowSer ntith, new advertis-aento- f
JXr. bk Bs$h,tha wagon maker

3r. IJudift guajaHte$ to rlo good work
at Kr4 tte prints.

The. eiican show has pitched its
taut just Souhof tb electric light
works, and isldid fdrth to appreci-
ative auliQS?fr e?ef night. -

v a

WUTifdi LcAcn once an old time
fesiasnt Greit Bend, writes from
hiSEgreseothoijfta t Tacoma Washing,
ton, to inquire about old friends here.

Te salcon fcesgrs in Great Bend
took a rest Sunday, the mayor order-ina- ll

plas to ha closed on account
of thefe being so many tough charac-
ters about.

Bills fe ot announcing a sale of
stocfe d farm inplements to be held
or July gflth. by Jvn. Reints, at hi
tarm two tayj north and one mile
we3t of Odin. .

Dr. Coa's Sanitarium stands at the
hes4 of all institutions for the treat-
ment of medical and surgical cases.
B examined by Dr. Coe's special

at Hotel Greene.
C. nalayr, tne Olmitz fcoal dealer

and rtal estats man was a caller
Thursday. See Mr. Jfayer'a ad in our
Olmitz departments You will receive
fjif treatment by calling'on him.

As he wheat harvest is about over
our live and enterprising correspond-
ents ej finding time to again assist n
making the Democrat columns., more
acceptable to the general public

H. J. Webber plead assault
and battery in Justice Jennison's court
and was fined $30 and costs for the
satisfaction he may lave had in firing
a papsr weight at an attorney.

W. II. Fuller and J. H. Milliken, two
mplement salesmen, wWe selling our

dealers a supply of tueir goods Mon-
day. They are unanimous in their be
lief thaS Barton county at least has a
'golden." appearance.

Last Sunday ras "dry" in Ellinwood,
for the first time in the history of the
town. It is said there were so many har
vest hands and other strangers in
town that the authorities thought best
to close all the saloons.

Dell Decker, accompanied by his son
and daughter came up from the farm
in Reno county this week to
help thresh in Barton. He says his
corn, aad most of the corn from Fart- -

ridge south to the state line, had gone
up in the dry spell. ,

Miss Mattie Barnes, of Kansas City,
Missouri, is in the city visiting with
the family of C. B. Morgana Miss
Barnes is a daughter of Mr. A. S
Barnes who lived on a farm near Ira
Brougher's, south of the river. She
notices great changes in Great J3end
sioce she left here seventeen years ago

Frank Strotbman suggests that the
wheat raisers of this coun'.y should, by
concert of action, as soon as possible
bum all the wheat stubble and thus
kill off mySads of young grasshoppers
that would otherwise remain to multi
ply and do more damage next year. Is
not the suggestion a good one?

s A Sabbath or two since, a tramp ap
plied for food at the door of one of the
wealthy families in Grat Bend, the.
mistress of which was piously inclined
She banded him a piece of bread with
out Butter; saying, "Not for my sake. , . ,
nor tor tny (sase, out tor tne aear
Savior's sake." The tramp examined
it closely and noticing the lack of but-
ter, replied: ."Xot for my sake nor for
thy sake, but for God's sake put some
butter on'this bread." The tramp is
is not slow to detect pious cant. La
Crosse Republican.

- BY SHOT GHN-E0UT- '
r

A Young Clarence Township Farmer
Shoots Himself."

Betweenv 10 and 11 o'clock last
Thursday forenoon John 'McCaffery,
aged about IS years, son of James
McCaffery, killed himself in his bed
roam at his father's house, near Paw
nee Rock, and 12 miles west of Great
Bend. ' . .

The young man had beeu sickly, sub-
ject to epileptic fits, most of his life.
and not able to do any work.. "Thurs
day morning he was out to where some
men were working in the wheat, and
seemed to be all right. He went back
to the house, and was going to Paw-
nee Rock for the mail, but concluded
not to go until after dinner He went
to his bed room, and shortly after-
ward his mother heard a shot. Upon
going to' the room young McCaffery
was found lying on the lloor" dead,
with an ugly hole in his left side. The
charge from a shot gun held so 'close
to the body tfiat it bumed'his clothes.
had entered his left breast over the
heart.

Death may have been suicidal,' or it
may have oeen accidental no one
will ever know, as the boy was alone
at the time. His long years of suffer
ing may have caused him-- to seek rest
beyond the dark waters. While quite'
a charge to the family, be was still be
loved by them, and his terrible taking
off is a soarce of grief to his relatives
and friends.

Funeral services were condnr.tp.i nh
Pawnee Roek at 2 p. m., Friday the
9th iust.. and the remains interred in
the Pawnee Rock cemetery.

Starts Out Rielit.'
The new editor of the Ellinwood

'Advocate, Mr. M. M. Osborn, starts
out right on the great and vital
issues of the day. In his salutatory of
last week he states his "losjtioa as
follows:

"An object to be greatlv desired is
that the masses1 think more for them
selves, fo the end that they mav not
accept the declarations and conclusion?
of leading men and journals without
analyzing and understanding them.
There is no question of public policy
ivv tuuiiivaicu me average mma
f properly presented and examined

according to the plain rules of com
mon sense.

We respect the restive captive
bound in chains, but the eupine elave.
vho is happy in the conquerer's band

and Willing? n'.ava tn smncn hia
master, the worst calamity "that can
Deiau an individual or a people to oe
contented with the partialisni of Jhe

T r "prrjcii. n is noi oecause a persoa
istgnorant that we sorrow, but that
he is satisfaed with ignorance and
thinks he is wise. Those who con- -
conserve the good of the past, andr
peek to enfold themselves, in the
grander possibilities of the future, are
the vital' roots of social, morar and
political progress. All such, will find
that toe pulse ot the Aocate cbeats
in unison with their own.

While the Advocate will.be an
orpan of the democratic party,. its ob
ject will be to aavance principles to a
point or preferment with its readers
ratner than individuals'. We shall
ever aim to appeal to the reason of our
mends and supporters, ever, ready
and willing to listen to advice and
consul. . . ' '

We desire to state that whatever
appears in the editorial .columns will
be our sentiments alone pure .and
simple. The paper is not controlled
by anyone outside of this office. --

"As a party organ, we shall en
deavor to nominate principals and let
the party nominate men. " The devo-tee- s

of bimetallism will find the Ad-
vocate their trustworthy friend, ever
cutting to pieces the objections to that
doctrine, with the falcicn of reason
and irrefutable facts.

The Hutchinson Xews mani Billy
Morgan, last week made a trip up
west through-Barton- , Hush and Xess
counties, and seemed surprised-tha- t

he did not find the people half naked,
half starved and wholly uncivilized.
He doubtless knew he was going into
and through a eolid strong-ho- ld of
free-silverit- es', and Wa3 surprised that
he did not find the natives all that he
and his republican newspaper breth-
ren have been depicting them. If
more republican editors wbuld rub up
arainst the honest Tnimnrr nf JZa n .

I .sas they would not bemchned to lumn- - 1

into a tirade of abuse of their opin
ions at the slightest provocation.

us nave no oicfmu amoDsr
silver forces of Bart&a county. Le'
each element tr.at each, other fairly
and vie Vary will follow. .


